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HAWAIIAN MONK SEAL

Population trends

Hawaian monk seals are thie maost -|'III|.III|;.-|'II'H.1 =m0 SERCCIES 1 I|||'

LS, with only 1,30 seals remaining

' hie amvwal birthratse of thar Flawaisan monk seal s currently
arcwited 1500 175 pups

| e Hawanan monk seal is an endangensd Spoches Im Eaict, of thae
thres kniosyn SpeCies of ma vk seals, onlv Pavo sdill exist {1

Hawveaiwan and the Medilerrancan, The Caribbean monk seal was

Last stephied in 1952, and ks beliesed Bo bee oxcEimct

Distribution & Movement Patterns

Broed g populations ame at six locations in the Northwestern
Fawaiian Islands: a small |l|||,'|:|.'.l_|- sy By o Ehe wakers off the
main Hawaiean Bslands

Sandy beaches and lava benches are preferned "haul out” sites for
mimk sl

donk seals commonly remain at their birth island for life
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Feeding patierns

Prey includes bottom and reef fishes, oels, oo, and ibsters
Muoat beeding ocours at depths bess than 75 to 9m (although the

|||.-|-]'u_-.r reconded dive was freaber thiar S0

Pheoin courbesy Lo Mazoeca S0P



Reproduction

The majority of Hawaiian monk seals do not reach full maturity,
which is believed to be 25-30 years.

Females reach sexual maturity at =0 years of age

Roughly 65% of all female adults normally give birth each year

Sost femabes give birth on beaches with adpining shallivw water
AFeas.

I'|.||1-. are wieanad at 5=6 weeks of age; mothers do not eat while
lactating

|'|.||1-. measure about 3 feet ab birth and weigh aboast 30 |1u|.|:||-.i~.:
their welght may increase fooas miach as 150 6o 200 pownds before
waning

Matingg occurs in the water, and = ransly observed by humans

Threats

Entanglement in marine debris

Human disturbance of breeding groumds and of individuals

i i'rn|||'u. of adult male seals “mod” female seals, injuring or
killing the females, usually at breeding areas where males
significantly owtnumbser females

Recovery elforts

Marine debris has been rernoved from sland beaches, reels, and
Tl |.'|I1;|':J|,'|.|. ] o

Adult males and females have been translocated to balance
adult sex ratios and decrease mobbing

Current Research

LCurrend research includies

studies of reproduction amd survival;

censases of gach site;

whudics of sources of injury amd disath

Bartanweoral stuclies;

the caneses of and mitigation for mobbing;

the decline of seals at Frencly Frigate
Sheals: and,

foraging behaviors, including prey, diving
depths, and prov lecation.
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